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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3,7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takashima (US 6,011,594). 

Regarding claim 1, Takashima teach a program receiver comprising: a plurality 
of tuners each receiving a program (e.g. figure 6, first tuner 1 1 and second tuner 17); 
first output means for outputting the program received by the first tuner (e.g. video 
processing circuit 12 outputting video signal s2); second output means for outputting a 
program received by a tuner other than the first tuner (e.g. video processing circuit 18 
outputting video signal s5); and switching means for changing an output of the first 
output means to an output of the second output means in response to a start signal 
input from an outside (e.g. column 6, line 56- column 7, line 30, switch 51 1 selects the 
output of the first tuner 1 1 , then switches to select the output of tuner 17 based on the 
control signal from the microcomputer 22), and for changing the output of the second 
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output means to the output of the first output means in response to an end signal input 
from the outside after passage of a predetermined time (e.g. as the output of the first 
tuner 1 1 becomes stable after a preset period of time, switch 51 1 switches back to tuner 
1 1 from tuner 17 under the control of the microcomputer 22), wherein the second output 
means outputs the program received by the first tuner or sequentially outputs different 
programs received by the tuner other than the first tuner (e.g. the first tuner 1 1 and the 
second tuner 17 receives television signal from different channels). 

Claim 2 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 above, wherein 
Figure 3A-B and column 4, lines 31-38 teach a parent channel received by the first 
tuner 11, which is considered to be the main channel, and the child channel received by 
the tuner 17 is considered to be the channel other than the mail channel. The claim 
does not exclude the use of a second tuner. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, Takashima teaches continuation means for 
continuously outputting the program while the second output means is outputting the 
program (e.g. column 3, lines 27-31 and column 4, lines 14-27, the program is 
sequentially outputted from the first tuner 1 1 , while the video received in the second 
tuner 17 is also outputted in a double-screen display mode). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takashima (US 6,011,594) as applied to 

claims 1, 2, 3 above, and further in view of Klosterman et al (US 2001/0,013,124 A1). 

See the teaching of Takashima above. 

Regarding claims 4 and 8, Takashima fails to teach sequentially outputs the 
programs on a plurality of channels within a predetermined time, and sequentially 
outputs the programs on the channels starting at the last channel when the output of the 
first output means is changed to the output of the second output means next time. 
Klosterman et al teach sequentially outputs the programs on a plurality of channels 
within a predetermined time, and sequentially outputs the programs on the channels 
starting at the last channel when the output of the first output means is changed to the 
output of the second output means next time (e.g. paragraph [0031] and [0073], tune to 
one or more of the multiple FOX channels in a serial manner during the commercial 
break). It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Klosterman et al into the teaching of 
Takashiman to alter what a television viewer watches without the viewer changing 
channels (Klosterman et al, paragraph [0030]). 

Regarding claims 5, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13, Klosterman et al teach the start 
signal and the end signal are generated in response to a start and an end of a 
commercial broadcast halfway along the program, respectively (e.g. paragraph [0042] 
and [0031], when the head end determines that the advertisement is finished on 
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channel A, the head end inserts a channel change command to instruct the TV to return 
to channel A. "halfway along the program" is considered to be the commercial between 
the 2 nd and 3 rd quarter of the SuperBowl, which is halfway along the program). 

Regarding claims 6, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18, Klosterman et al teach start signal 
is generated by a viewer's input operation, and the end signal is generated after the 
passage of a predetermined time (e.g. paragraph [0042], in the "manual intervention", 
the user can tune to channel C, then tune back to channel A or B after a predetermine 
time period). 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pauley (US 5,900,916). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daquan Zhao whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1119. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Fri. 7:30 -5, alt Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Thai Q, can be reached on (571)272-7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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